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Subject:                      Region 6 Update # 110
                                    Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Date:                           October 5, 2010
To:                              Incident Command
Thru:                          Planning Section
From:                         Situation Unit
Reporting Period:     September 28, 2010 1300 – October 5, 2010 1300

 
1. Background
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Site Name: Deepwater Horizon Incident   FPN#: N10036
Mobilization Date: 4/27/2010   Start Date: 4/28/2010

 
2. Current Situation 
2.1  USCG Area Command Post (New Orleans, LA)

·         On 9/28, EPA Region 6 personnel participated in a Waste Conference call
with Region 4 and HQ.  Region 4 will conclude waste sampling operations by
10/8; however, they will continue to review BP data and coordinate with the State
for the remainder of the waste disposal activities.  This concept is being considered
by the Region 6 Waste Lead for implementation in Region 6. 
·         On 9/29, EPA reviewed liquid waste sample results collected from the BP
Grand Isle Waste Staging Area on 9/18.  The apparent results indicated a TCLP
exceedence for Selenium.  However, it was determined that the exceedence was
likely caused by the laboratory erroneously reporting QC test data in place of the
true sample result.  EPA coordinated with the laboratory to confirm.  The
laboratory reanalyzed the sample.  The laboratory duplicate sample analysis result
and the BP split sample result were both non-detect for Selenium.
·         On 9/30, as a member of OSAT, EPA prepared an explanation of the PAH
Divisors method for USCG and reviewed the most recent EPA Region 6 toxicity
data.  On 10/1, EPA reviewed the revised response to USCG questions regarding
the OSAT recommendations of 9/20, and reviewed Sentinel Snare data.
·         On 9/30, EPA attended the St. Tammany Waste Open House; however, no
members of the community attended.  The Open House will be rescheduled with
proper advertisement for a date in the near future.
·         On 10/1, EPA participated in a tour of the River Birch Landfill with LDEQ
for NAACP members.
·         From 9/28 to 10/1, EPA Data Managers mapped USGS data, briefed OSAT
on defining NRDA samples from NOAA Scribe dataset, and evaluated the
potential to export entire dataset into MS Access.  EPA gathered data for the
Weekly Report on Qualitative Measures for USCG and the “Total Samples Taken”
to date report, created templates for delivery of Sediment and Water PAH, BTEX,
and Dispersants data.
·         On 10/1, the EPA OSC and START contractor demobilized from the UAC,
concluding the EPA Region 6 Agency Representative assignment.  One EPA staff
will remain in New Orleans for participation in the OSAT and two EPA contractors
will remain for Data Management and GIS support.

2.2  Field Activities
Samples Collected: 

Type Waste for 9/28 – 10/4 Cumulative Total

Water 0 1107

Sediment 0 294



Oil/Mousse 0 56

Waste 7 76

Summa Canisters 0 1095

PQ200 Filters 0 887

PUF 0 242

 
Description of Field Operations:

·         Waste Sampling and Assessment Team
o   On 9/28, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site
assessment at the BP Hopedale Waste Staging Facility.  The team collected 1
solid waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the facility.
o   On 9/29, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed site
assessments at the Tidewater Landfill and the Venice Waste Staging Facility.
o   On 9/30, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site
assessment at the Grand Isle Waste Staging Facility.  The team collected 1 solid
waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the facility.
o   On 10/1, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site
assessment at the Cocodrie Waste Staging Facility.  The team collected 1 solid
waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the facility.
o   On 10/4, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site
assessment at the Slidell Waste Staging Facility.  The team collected 1 solid
waste sample from the facility.
                                                                                      

2.3  Water Quality Protection Division Update
No additional updates will be provided unless special circumstances require an
update.
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